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(5) 


Ps ALM XVIII. 7. 


The earth ſhook and trembled, the foundations alſo of the 
Bills moved and were ſhaken, becauſe HE was wroth. 


lament the Miſeries of War, and to humble ourſelves for the 

manifold Sins and Impieties of theſe Kingdoms, which brought 
down that and another ſevere Scourge upon us; a raging Diſtemper 
among the Beaſts of the Field, eſſentially neceſſary to the Well-being 
of Man, ſtill remainining, and ſtill to be bewail'd, And now, it hath 
pleas'd God, in whoſe hands are all the corners of the earth, by 
whoſe Power the very Foundations of the Hills ſhake, and the Sea is 
remov'd out of its Place, to bring upon the World the Year of its 
Viſitation, and to give us another ' ſad Occaſion for our Faſting and 


I T is but a very few Years ſince we met together in this Place to 


Humiliation, by very fatal Events of Earthquakes, that have been 


ſhew'd forth in an amazing Manner, even towards the Ends of the 
Earth; reaching with a tremendous Extent from Side io Side of the 
reeling Globe, and laying waſte large Cities and Towns; ſurfeiting, as 
it were, the Bowels of the gaping Earth with the Bodies of Thouſands 
of its Inhabitants, gone down alive into a dreadful Grave. 


Tuus the Earth moved exceedingly, and reeled to and fro, as if 
weary of her Peoples Tranſgreſſion, heavy upon her, and, as faith the 
Prophet *, breaking down, with the Burden of her Vices, to fall, and 
not riſe again, Upon the Earth Diſtreſs of Nations, with Perplexity, 
the Sea ſwelling and the Waves roaring ; Mens hearts failing them for 
fear, and for hoking after thoſe things that are coming upon them. 
Inanimate Beings appear hurl'd into Ruins; and Nature, wreck'd with 
the outrageous Sins of Men, ſeems in Agonies for her God, and ready 
to expire and paſs away. The earth ſhook and trembled, the very foun- 


dations of the hills moved and were ſhaken, becauſe he was wroth, 
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66) 
In Proſecution of which Subject I ſhall, 


" Firſt, Oxrtr ſome Reflections, naturally ariſing, on ſuch extra- 
ordinary and ſurpriling Events, And then, 


Secondly, BEG Leave to recommend to your Attention the proper 
Influence that fach uncommon Interpoſitions of Srovidence ought 
to have on Man, 


J. Orrer ſome Reflections, naturally ariſing, on ſuch extraordinary 
and furprifing Events, | 


Tun Devaſtations occaſion'd by ſuch calamitous Accidents form an 
amazing Scene, The ſubterraneous Tremors and Thunder* ; the 
Ground heaving and ſwelling like a rolling Sea; People unable to keep 
on their Legs on the vibrating Earth; Houſes leaping from their 
Foundations; Fear and Confuſion, Terror and Diſmay on every Face 
the Groans and Tears and Prayers of Multitudes cruſh'd to Death in 
the Ruins of falling Buildings, and others burning alive in the Confla- 
gration of their City, do all conſpire to exhibit a moſt moving Image, 


and cauſe Humanity to ſhudder ; While others, whom the Violence of 


the Earthquake and the Flames ſpar d, had a deep Share in the fatal 
Tragedy, periſhing by cruel and barbarous Wretches, who, more 
mercileſs and unrelenting than theſe ſevere Inflictions, mot inhumanly 
imbrued their wicked Hands in the innocent Blood of the Inhabitants, 


and that for the execrable Love of lawleſs Gain F ; all which ſhocking 


Circumſtances, duly conſider'd, preſent fo diſmal a Scene of Horror 
and Miſery as is not in Language to expreſs or Imagination to conceive. 


REL1610N and Humanity burſt forth into Fears, and feel, with the 


- tendereſt Compaſſion, the grievous Afflictions that, in the merciful 


Intention of Providence, are ſent to put us upon a faithful Search into 
and Trial of all our Ways; ; to explore the guilty Cauſe of Puniſhment; 
to lead up our Thoughts to the Supreme Inflicter ; to reduce our erring 


Steps 


AQuid enim, ait Plinius, aliud eſt in terra tremor, quam in nube tontru? And in Philo/oph, 


Tran/ations, No. 202. 
+ Amor ſceleratus habendi. 


a- 


Intelligent Cauſe in the Trouble, 
of interpoſing in the Government and Direction of the Powers © p 
Tho', as it is God alone that made the World, it can't, ſure 55 rear: wn VA 


FI 


Steps into the Ways of Wiſdom, and thence learn to fear and adore the 
Almighty Hand that is lifted up againſt us, For, as the Fear and 
Apprehenſion of Puniſhment is, in all Caſes, one of the moſt moving 


Principles; fo, conſequently, the Exertion of the Terrors of the 


Divine Majeſty is the moſt effectual Means to beget and preſerve, in 
the Minds of Men, a Reverence and Awe of God, and engage their 
Obedience to his Laws. Such Signals from the King of Heaven, and 
ſo wide-waſting Deſtructions in the Chriſtian and Heathen World, are 
not only the Meſſengers of his Wrath, ſent to ſtir Men up to a timely 
Repentance, but likewiſe a collateral Proof of the Truth and Divinity 
of Prophecy, as contain'd in the Books of the Old and New Teſtament; 

which ſeems perfectly to delineate parallel. Judgments in the Latter Days, 

and to be hereby receiving, in the abſtruſe$ Parts of it, a gradual Illuſ- 
tration and Completion, Nor is the Uſe and Intent of theſe vindictive 


Strokes only to do Juſtice to his own Honour, and reſcue his Laws from 


Contempt, but likewiſe to diſcover the Vanity andEm ptineſs of all Things 
here below, and to challenge and revive his Claim and Right to the 
Government of all the Powers of Nature, and the Powers of Mankind, 


A Ric Hr this, which, tho anqueſtionsbly God's own, is yet, by 
the Reaſoners of this World, unhappily impeach'd and denied. F or 
as truly wonderful as the late Phenomena, and the Cauſe of them are, 
they are not without an Hypotheſis ready at hand, and ſuitable to their 
Wiſhes, to ſolve them all without the Concurrence of the Divine 


Agency; that is to ſay, a Knack of elucidating natural Events by a 

natural and neceſſary Cauſes, without ever engaging an All-wiſe and z 

Wonderful Sagacity and Politeneſs 2 75 
440 


Nature. 
be unworthy of him to direct, take care of, and govern it. And t 
advance any thing to the contrary, is ſo great an Abſurdity, that it” 
ought to be hiſs'd out of the World of rational Beings. | 


BuT thus do the Men of Reaſon blindly err, in attempting to 
explain, by meer Natural or Second Cauſes, Events that will remain for 
ever unſearchable, without introducing into their Syſtem a Deity ; 
even the God of Nature, at whoſe Command the inviſible Stores of all 


Nature, and all you but rebellious Man, bow and obey, T 
HE 
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(8) 


Tux very Heathens of Old will riſe up againſt ſuch Men, and 
condemn them, For the antient Deiſts among them maintain'd a 
higher Honour and Reverence of God and Religion, and, in their 
ſurpriſing and calamitous Accidents, forgot not a Holy Avenger; but 
wiſely bad Recourſe, for the Solution of them, to more than natural 
Cauſes . While we, it ſeems, bleſt with a Race of modern Scioliſts, 
are taught to account for every ſignal Judgment by natural Cauſes, even 
the Deluge, and the Overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, But know, 
O vain Man, that God does and will challenge the Execution of his 
Juſtice to Himſelf, to exalt his own Attributes, not only in the laſt Day, 
but in his Judgments here in this World. Shall there, fays the 
Prophet , be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it? That is, 
any extraordinary and calamitous Event, without the Hand of God in 
it, When God pleaſes to puniſh for Sin, the Diſplay of his Juſtice is 
as conſonant to his Nature now, as it will be at the Conſummation o 
all Things. He has Power to fave, and He has Power to deſtroy, 
And to this Purpoſe all Cauſes whatever are under his Care, and at his 
Service; and at his Appointment they traverſe the various Parts of the 
Earth, in any Direction, and at any Time, for the Puniſhment o 
impious Man, and to awaken a guilty World to Righteouſnels, 


lO DO s OA WH. 


NaTvuRAL Cauſes, indeed, are the Armies of the Living God 
wonderfully rais'd on all or any of the Elements; and, at different 
Periods of Time, and upon extraordinary Occaſions, ſet in terrible 
Array, to vindicate his injur'd Honour, and ſummon Man to Repen 
tance, And his Judgments, in the Inſtances before us, are ſo contriv's 
as to be demonſtrative Proots of his immediate Interpoſition in the Law: 
of Nature, directing and ordering them in ſuch a Manner as to make 
it impoſſible for conſidering. Men to miſtake the true Author 
and fo as that all, who look on, and reflect, may be ready td 
lay, This is thy Hand, and thou, Lord, baſt done it [. And thi th 
leads me, 90 


I. . 


* Xiphil. in Epit. Dion in 7. ito, P« 227. And Herodian in Commod. Hiſt, I. i. p. 22. 
+ Amos 111. 6. | 
| Pialm cix. 27. 


and ourſelves in the niceſt and moſt im 


(9) 
II. To beg Leave to recommend to your Attention the proper 


Influence that ſuch extraordinary Events of Providence ought to 
have upon us. 


| AnD what wiſer and ſafer Method can Man take in the Day of 
Diſtreſs and Anguiſh, than ſeriouſly to review his paſt Life? Eſpecially, 
we of theſe Kingdoms, when the Divine 7udgments are in all the Earth, 
portant Situation with reſpect 
both to God and Man, Religion ſtruggling with Blaſphemy and 
Infidelity, fo as juſtly to provoke the Anger of Heaven. Mighty 
Earthquakes, very dreadful in other Countries, and felt, tho' in Mercy 
hitherto, in this. An unuſual Diſtemper continuing in ſome Places, 
and raging anew in others, among the Beaſts of the Field, given for 
our Proviſion and Nouriſhment ; and, moreover, the Sword of War 
pointed angrily at us by a potent and inveterate Enemy, whoſe Defeat 
or Succeſs, at this Juncture, will eminently lead to the Glory or the 
Ruin of all our Religious and Civil Liberties, 


WHATEVER Arguments, therefore, can be conceiv'd to bring Men 
to a Senſe of their own and others Misfortunes, or excite in them a 
proper Dread of God's Power and Reſentment, as the Cauſe of them, 
or quicken in them earneſt Supplications to the Throne of Heaven for 
Mercy, they do all concur in the mournful Occafion of this Day's 


Solemnity. 


suck Events are a ſtartling Summons to National and Univerſal 


Amendment, They loudly proclaim the dangerous State of Nations 
perſiſting in their Sins, and the inevitable Ruin of an impenitent People 
in this World; which is the only Place where Rewards and Puniſh- 


mants, as to Mens' Civil Capacities, and as Members of Communities, Atv £ OF 
can poſſibly be diſpens d. Societies, in their reſpective Relations, are 


the moſt peculiar Objects of Judgments or Mercies, and the moſt 


of God and his Laws imply a high Degree of Provocation, a yet much 
more flagrant is the Guilt when the Contagion becomes univerſal. 


C | WHEN 


| 


enlet 
percent] | 


remarkably accountable for both. For, tho' the Neglect and Contempt 


(10) 


Wurn One conſiders this, and at the ſame Time reflects on the 
State of the Moral World, how intirely irregular and diſorderly it is, 
how deprav'd the Wills and Practices of Men are, how little the Rules 
of Morality are obſerv'd, tho' as eſſential to the Well-Being of Society 
as the Laws of Motion are to the Oeconomy and Order of Nature; 
how can one but deplore the melancholy Scene, and fear ſome remark- 
able Vengeance, unleſs happily obviated by a ſpeedy and univerſal 
Reformation. Except Je repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, (a) ſaith 
HE, to whom all power in Heaven and Earth is given, () and who is, 
finally, to be the Judge of all Men, | 


Gop is not a Being of a vindiQtive Nat ature; He delights r not to 
grieve and afflict his Creatures: His Corrections, in their true Signifi- 
cation, are Inſtances of the kindeſt and moſt Parental Intentions : And, 
to this Purpoſe, He addreſſes Himſelf to every Faculty and Power of 
our Souls. He ſpeaks to Man ſleeping and waking, He ſpeaks to 
him in Company and in Solitude, He intreats him to be fay'd, and 
even condeſcends to become a Supplicant to his Creature, and to court 
the Workmanſhip of his own Hands. Lord! what is man, that thou 
art thus mindful of him ; or the ſon of man, that thou ſo regardeſt him ? (c) 
Thou addreſſeſt him by the various Diſpenſations of thy Providence ; 
by all Events and Accidents whatever, by Judgments as well as Mercies ; 
by the Diurnal Revolutions of Nature, and by moſt alarming Appear- 
ances in the Heavens, and in the Earth, and in all deep Places, 


Tux volunie of Nature opens to Man a Lecture of Divinity, and 
every the minuteſt Inſect preaches to him a Homily of Adoration and 
Worſhip. But the Holy Scriptures ſupply him with far more noble 
and powerful Motives to Duty, variouſly inculcated by the Prophets in 

the Old Teſtament, by CHRIST and his Apoſtles in the New, and by 
his Miniſters from Age to Age. Thus indulgent is our good and 


gracious God. But when the harden'd Sinner turns a deaf Ear to theſe 


more ſilent Overtures and Invitations of Scripture and of Nature; then 
God ſpeaks to him in his Wrath, and vexes him in his ſore Dilpleaſure ; ; 
to rouſe the Inconſiderate and Preſumptuous, to give a Check to 


finiſſr d 


(a) Luke xiii. 5. (2) Luke xxviii, 18. Je) Pf, viii. 4. 
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Cal) 
finiſh'd Libertiniſm, and ſtrike a Terror upon all by ſome ſignal Marks 
of His Indignation,* 2 : 


Wno can ſufficiently deplore the Guilt, and deteſt the fatal Influence 


cf thoſe Vices which thus force God, as it were, to ſet his Terrors in 


Array againſt Mankind, and cauſed Him to cut off ſo many People, 
without the Reprieve of one Moment, or being allow'd ſo much 
Breath as to ſay a departing Lord have Mercy upon us! A dreadful 
Warning to us all, that there is no Dallying with Repentance, no 
Trifling with an incenſed God ! For all the Elements will war under 
Him, and be ready, at his Divine Command, to make us miſerable 
here, as well as hereafter, | 


UyoN the Whole, Repentance is the only Method to make our Prayers 
available with God. Broken and contrite Hearts are a Preſent to Him 
better than whole Hecatombs; and nothing can be ſo grateful a Sacrifice 


upon his Altar, as the Sin of our Souls. Such an Offering will effec- 
tually procure Forgiveneſs to ourſelves, and to the whole Community 


of which we are Members. And as the Nations around us have drunk 
deep of the Cup of his Fury, let it be our Care to repent, and turn to 
God, leſt a worſe Thing come upon us. The Lord hath ſtretched 
forth his Hand, and viſits in amazing Earthquakes, and the Sourd of 
War. And He can find out greater and ſorer Puniſhments for the 
Preſumptuous and Incorrigible. He can at once let looſe the Fury of 
all the united Powers of Nature. He can unbridle the Paſſions of 
Men, and caſt Ambition, as a Firebrand, among the Nations ; 


ſuffering Perfidy and Tyranny to be glutted with Blood, and lay waſte 


the World, + He can ſuffer us to fall into the Hands of our Enemies; 
a too prevailing Force, made religiouſly cruel and inſidious by the 
Spirit of Jeſurtiſm. 


C 2  SyouLD 


* Nunquam Dei meminerunt, niſi dum in malis. They ſeldom remember'd God, but when they 
were afraid of Him. Lactan. I. ii. c. 11. ſpeaking of the Romans. 
+ The Conduct of the French towards Great-Britain, at this Day, is a ſtriking Image of the 


terrible Effects of the Arbitrary Power of the Athenians, and their cruel Invaſion of the Rights 


and Liberties of their Neighbours, the Lacedæmonians; as finely diſplay'd by Thucydides in his 
celebrated Hiſtory of the Peloponne/ian War, | 
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happy, /amibus mænibus, ruentibus moribus 5 i. : tho? thei 1 firm, if their Morals 


(2) 
SHOULD we not, therefore, put on the whole Armour of God, 
that we may be able to defeat the Craft and Subtilty of Man, appeaſe 
the Wrath of God, and ſhun the fatal Captivity of our Sins? For 
theſe, after all, are the moſt dangerous Enemies we have: Theſe are 
in cloſe Conſpiracy againſt us; and, even now, when we ſhould 
abound in the Duties of the Penitent,, are ſtriving hard to undo us. 
Formidable, indeed, are their Numbers, and heinous enough to ruin 
any Nation, 


IT would be endleſs, as well as unpleaſant, to enter into Particulars : 


But is it not evident, that the capital and ruling Sins of this Nation are 


INFIDELITY and an ABusE of SUNDAY; that Day, which is not 
our's, but God's. Theſe are the two fruitful Sources of all the 


' Diſorder and Sin ſo prevalent among us, Hence a general Relaxation 


of all Obligationsof Holineſsand Obedience whatſoever: Hence “* Perjury, 
Forgery, and Bribery, and every Species of Villany : Hence theallowingcor- 
ruptNature whatever ſhecalls for or requires : Hencea violentAttachment 
to Pleaſures criminal in their Nature, and baneful in their Conſequences ; 
that, if perſiſted in, will terminate in the Ruin and Infamy of a People, 
unleſs, like the Viper, they can happily carry their Antidote with their 
Poiſon; and yet we can hardly tell how to refrain from them, even 
in the Day of Terror and Rebuke, + | | 


AND where there is ſo little Concern for the Principles of Morality, 
it 1s not to be expected that there ſhould be much Regard for Religion, 
The wword of the Lord becomes a reproach, and men have no delight in it. (a) 
J ſpeak it conſcientiouſly, and from a juſt Zeal in Vindication of God's 
Honour from the Scandal of the Irreligious, and from the Blaſphemies 
of the Prophane ; who daily diſpute and ridicule every Article of the 

Goſpel, 


* Ouibus jusjurandum jocus, 7 eftimonium Ludus : Cictro pro Flacco, ſpeaking of the Greeks, 


who made it, in the Decline of their Empire, a Matter of Jeſt and Drollery to forſwear them- 


ſelves. and give falſe Evidence, 

+ Roman Hiſtorians impute the Decay of their State not to Chance or Fortune, 
but to the Licentiouſneſs of Mens Lives, and the Debauchery of their Morals. And one of 
the greateſt Captains that Rome ever had, obſerves, that it was impoſſible for any State to be 


were decay d. Seeforo af Sag ee ſu le Det 


(a) Jer. vi. 10. | 5 
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13) 
Goſpel, and are eager and j — over every the moſt minute Advantage, 
le whereby they may expoſe it to the Indifterence, Scorn or Averſion of 
| Mankind: Exerting their Abilities, whether NOBLE or MEAN, 
in blaſpheming the Saviour of the World, and overturning Religion. 


1 And is it not a melancholy Truth, too evident to be denied, that, under 
5 the ſpecious Name of Liberty, but rather Licentiouſneſs, ſuch peſtilent 
in Notions are advanc'd and diffus'd, as are abhorrent to the Principles cf 
common Senſe and Reaſon ? More Blaſphemies have been publiſh'd 
againſt the chief Articles of our Faith in this Kingdom, and that with 
5 greater Effrontery, within theſe few Years laſt paſt, than have been 
wy known here for Centuries of Years before“. And what may not this 
* produce and end in? God only knows at preſent ; but it is well the 
5 whole Nation may not, at length, feel. Shall I not vifit for theſe 
0 things, ſaith the Lord, and fail not my ”=_ be —_ 'd on ſuch a Nn. 
BY as this ? * | 
py BEHOLD the Blackneſs and n of thoſe Storms that are ready 
It | to break upon us, and thoſe Earthquakes that are ready to ſwallow us 
"Y up. See God, an incenſed God, in the metaphorical Elegances of the 
5 Pſalmiſt, whetting and brandiſhing his ſword, bending his bow, and 
” preparing for us the inſtruments of death, And can we not think this a 
25 Day to exhort one another, by theſe Terrors of the Lord, to do our 


Duty in our ſeveral Stations, that we may at leaſt deliver our own Souls, 
how little ſoever we may contribute to the Delivering of the Nation 
Ys Can we not think this a Time to repent and turn to God, and do Works 
% | meet for Repentance? To ſtudy Works of Piety, Juſtice and Charity, 


) which will fight for us lige an armed Man; yea, better than a mighty 

's Shield and a ſtrong Spear. The Time is come that we ſhould all of us 

wa earneſtly endeavour to promote the Kingdom of CHRIsT within us, 

= that He may vouchſafe to defend the preſent excellent Eſtabliſhment of 

, our Kingdom now, and tranſmit it glorious and happy to our Poſterity 

L for ever. | 


To conclude : Let us all join with Heart and Mouth in the Service 
3 of GOD; and with united Hearts and Hands, with Zeal and Una- 


be | nimity, 


* J pbus tells us, that God would not ſuffer the Jews to ſpeak Evil of other Gods, tho 
they were to deſtroy thoſe who tempted them to he Worſhip of them, 
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| 47. 
yimity, in the Defence of our Gracious KI NG, and his envied 
Kingdoms, againſt the ſtrongeſt Powers of His and Our Enemies, 
Let us ſend up our Prayers and Supplications to the Divine Majeſty, to 
avert thoſe Judgments we have juſtly deſerv'd ; to continue his diſtin- 
guiſhing Mercics to us; to perpetuate the Proteſtant Religion among us; 


and to derive his Bleſſing upon our Fleets and Armies, Let us, finally, 


beſeech the God of all Conſolation to behold, with tender Pity, all 
thoſe who have ſuffer'd by the late dreadful Calamities ; and to render 


us fit Objects of his Mercy and Preſervation, by cleanſing us from all 


our Sins, and making us a Wiſe and a Religious People. 


Ap thus, when the whole Kingdom is reform'd, may it be one 
general Habitation of Piety towards GO D, of Loyalty and Obedience 
towards the KING, of Juſtice and Integrity towards Men, and of 
Sobriety, and Peace, and Unity among all the Inhabitants, till not 
Cities and Countries only, but the World, and Time itſelf, ſhall be 


no more. | 


| Which God, of his infinite Mercy, grant, &c. 
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F Page 7, Line 1 3, for abAiruſeÞ, read abſtruſer, 


Page 7, Line 29, from the Words, govern it, read, and to alter 
or ſuſpend the general Laws of it, ſo as ſhall be moſt  ſubſervient to his 
All-wiſe Purpoſes, 

Page 7, Line 31, for rationable, read rational. 
Page 9, Line 28, after the Words, high Degree of Provocation, 
read, when only perſonal. 


Page 12, in the ſecond Note after the laſt Word, decay'd.---- 
Scirio apud Aug. de Civ, Dei. L. i. c. 33. 
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